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MORE THAN A SHELTER

OUR
STORY

The Souris Valley Animal Shelter (SVAS)
is a nonprofit organization that shelters
animals in the Northwest region of North
Dakota. Over a span of 40 years, we have
helped approximately 35,000 animals
through adoptions, spay and neuter
services, and microchipping. We serve over
11 counties encompassing more than 75
miles, including Minot Air Force Base.
Our mission is to create a better world for
pets and people by advocating for animals
and moving communities forward.
Whether we are providing services
through our community engagement
programs or providing emergency
care in situations such as Hurricane
Katrina or the 2011 North Dakota
flood, our goal is to make our
community the very best.
We envision a North Dakota that
practices modern-day care, shows
compassion, and provides
opportunities for shelter pets and the
community. For this reason, we are
building a shelter that represents true
quality of life for abandoned animals
in Minot.

svaspets.com/capital-campaign
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How
We
Serve
The SVAS is not strictly a place to adopt
animals. We are a place where everyone can
learn and grow. We are a place where children
learn compassion, empathy, and responsibility.
We are the floodgate to stem the rising tide of
unwanted cats and dogs. Most importantly, we
believe that we improve the overall health and
well-being of the animals in this community
every single day through our dedicated staff,
volunteers, community partnerships, and
family-based programs.
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35,000+
ANIMALS SAVED

10,000+
VACCINATIONS
ADMINISTERED

5,000+

ANIMALS
MICROCHIPPED IN
11 COUNTIES

$500k+

SPENT IN
VETERINARY
CARE

The SVAS
doesn't only
provide services
to animals.
We engage in other community
activities such as Read to the Animals,
Pet Therapy, and Emergency Housing.

Read to the Animals
Promotes confidence in literacy for children
and adults by allowing individuals to read to an
animal of their choice on a weekly basis. This
program also allows shelter pets to socialize
prior to adoption, raising the adoptability of the
pet significantly. Read to the Animals has a
participation rate of approximately 900 children
per year, and has served over 3,000 children
to-date.

Pet Therapy
Promotes companionship to the
most vulnerable citizens in Minot
by taking pets to facilities such as
nursing homes, domestic violence
centers, the YWCA, and homeless
shelters throughout the community.
Pet Therapy is run entirely by
volunteers in the community and
allows the shelter pets to
experience new environments
prior to being adopted. In 2019
the SVAS team expanded this
program to reach individuals
combating opioid addiction.

Emergency Housing
Allows SVAS to provide care and
shelter for animals whose owner
is fleeing a domestic violence
situation, or a situation in which
homelessness is the result of
unforeseen circumstances. The
Emergency Housing program has
helped over 100 families in the
community and continues to be a
program that works directly with
the Domestic Violence Crisis
Center, YWCA, and Sheriff’s
Department in Ward County.

svaspets.com/capital-campaign
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It is clear
the SVAS is
a unique part
of the Minot
community.
However, all of these services
cannot be sustained unless
we have the tools to effectively
help our shelter animals and
operate on a day-to-day basis,
which is why we embarked on
a capital campaign in 2018.
The capital campaign’s
purpose is to create a
state-of-the-art animal shelter
by expanding and updating the
current building to provide the
highest quality of care to pets
in need while also saving more
lives.

The current shelter no longer meets the
modern-day standard for proper care.
Several issues include:
• Increased stress to animals due to lack of space
• No means to fully isolate ill or contagious animals
• Lack of sufficient air flow
• Absence of indoor space to provide healthy
exercise for shelter pets
• Potential decrease in program activity due
to a deteriorating building
• Black mold in the back corridor of the building
• Rotting window frames
• Ineffective plumbing, heating, and AC
• Minimal to no natural sunlight
As a no-kill shelter, some pets live with us for extended periods
of time. The new building will improve the quality of life for our
long-term pets by reducing stress, separating ill/contagious
animals, and providing adequate space to socialize and exercise
regularly. Your contribution to the capital campaign will allow us
to remain a no-kill shelter.
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Our New Home

svaspets.com/capital-campaign
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New & Innovative

PROJECTS

Indoor-outdoor dog
kennels with heated
floors to provide
shelter dogs additional
space and comfort

The Souris Valley Animal Shelter team likes to think
outside the box. We believe North Dakota deserves
a state-of-the-art shelter to serve the community and
shelter pets.

Indoor play room for
shelter pets to enjoy
during the winter
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Two indoor cat
play rooms where
cats can enjoy
companionship
and natural
sunlight

Staff suite
with a board
of director’s
room, two
office suites,
community
work space,
and break
station

Separate cat and dog
isolation rooms for ill or
contagious animals
Two lobbies for
access to either the
cat adoption area or
dog adoption area

svaspets.com/capital-campaign
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A Surgery Suite
One of the greatest challenges for SVAS is accessing funds for veterinary care. On average, SVAS spends
$40,000 to help injured and ill animals that enter our building. As part of creating a progressive shelter, the
SVAS Executive Director had a big idea- to create a surgery suite and teaching facility. This will allow the
SVAS to partner with various veterinary programs in the region to serve as a place for students to learn, and
for the community to benefit from low-cost veterinary care. The ultimate goal of the surgery suite is to
provide the community affordable services, while also bringing new and innovative ideas to Minot. By
providing low-cost spay and neuter services, SVAS will directly combat the overpopulation of pets in the
11 counties we serve. The surgery suite and teaching facility will be the first of its kind in North Dakota, and
we are proud to bring this service to our community.
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Our Next Chapter Starts

WITH YOU
11

MORE THAN A SHELTER

How can your
contribution make
a BIG impact?
Think of a Minot community with 35,000
stray cats and dogs with nowhere to go
over the next 40 years.
Think of 768 children every year missing
an opportunity to improve their confidence
in literacy.
Think of your neighbor, friend, or sister staying in an
abusive domestic situation because they fear for the
future of their beloved pet.
Think of 900 families without pets to adopt next
year. Look at what Souris Valley Animal Shelter has
accomplished to-date and think of how much more
we could do with the appropriate funding.

svaspets.com/capital-campaign
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Floor Plan
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Commemorative
Naming Opportunities

$300,000+
Surgery Suite and
Teaching Facility
By making a donation to SVAS’
capital campaign, you will help
thousands of homeless animals
each year get a second chance
at life and happiness.

$100,000+
Main Lobby
Multipurpose room
(indoor/outdoor dog playroom)

Indoor/Outdoor dog kennel suite
Adoptable cats room
Community and Board room

$50,000-$99,999
Indoor cat playroom #1
Indoor cat playroom #2
Side lobby

(entrance to dog adoptions & surgery suite)

SVAS is honored to recognize
individuals who make
significant contributions to our
many lifesaving programs and
services. Throughout the new
shelter, we offer a variety of
items to be sponsored. You
can choose to feature your
name or the name of a beloved
pet or person on any of the
following items or areas.

$25,000-$49,999
Cat isolation room
Dog isolation room
Overnight suite

(emergency veterinary care & staff room)

$24,999 & below
Shared naming rights
Staff office suite #1
Staff office suite #2
Emergency housing unit
Breakroom

svaspets.com/capital-campaign
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