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Pictured: Pisces and Leo (Up for adoption)

ONE CALL SAVED
GUNNER'S LIFE
Gunner is a 6-year-old German Shepherd/Beagle
Mix that had known only one family. We were told
that he became overly protective of his owner and
would growl at people who came over to their house.
Instead of using training to lessen the unwanted
behavior, the owner decided it was best to remove
Gunner from their home. At the time SVAS was at
max capacity, so Gunner was placed on our waitlist.
Impatient to wait for an opening, the owner decided
to schedule an appointment for Gunner to be put
down.
February 21st – the euthanasia appointment was
here. A few hours before he was scheduled to die,
SVAS made a lifesaving call. There was an opening at
the shelter!
Gunner was very afraid in the shelter setting after
losing his home of 6 years. He would show his
protective behaviors to protect the only thing he had
left - his kennel. Knowing that Gunner showed
aggression with unfamiliar people, the staff placed a
treat bag on his kennel and gave him a treat each
time they walked by. Gunner started associating
people with treats, and that helped him present
himself better in the kennel.
The staff continued to work with Gunner, until one
day the perfect family came in to the shelter. During
our adoption interview we learned that Gunner’s
(soon to be) new owner always wanted a running
buddy. With all of his energy, we knew he would
make a great one!
We were overly appreciative of the community
support we had getting Gunner out the door. Dakota
Outdoor placed Gunner on a billboard and he was
shared by Remax and by many of our followers on
social media. It only took one week between our first
attempt at community outreach and Gunner's
adoption. This is an example of the importance of
communication sharing in a digital age. With the
help of Remax and Dakota Outdoor, SVAS was able
to reach a larger audience to help find a suitable
adopter.
Gunner spent 34 days at the shelter, but with the
hard work from the staff and the community, he was
adopted.

Pictured: Gunner (adopted)

Pictured: Sif (adopted)

Pictured: Sif and Adopter

THE IMPACT OF PET THERAPY
Sif is a Harlequin Great Dane that was owner
surrendered to SVAS because she was not getting
along with other pets in the home. Sif had a tough
transition into shelter life. She suffered emotionally
from the loss of her family and struggled with
anxiety. She was not meant to be in a shelter.
Sif needed a home with enough space to give her
proper exercise, had no other pets, and was willing
to work on overcoming her anxiety. The challenge
of intaking large breeds is finding adopters with
spacious accommodations. Although Great Dane's
are beautiful dogs their size makes them "slow
trackers," meaning they sit in the shelter
longer. With a number of hurdles to get through,
the SVAS team worked rapidly to find an adopter
who was able to meet those requirements.

It was imperative that Sif spent time outside her
kennel.
Katie, our Assistant Director of
Development and Lauren, our Assistant Director of
Animal Welfare took Sif to a Pet Therapy event at
Delta Vacations. Pet Therapy is a great opportunity
for shelter pets to experience new environments
prior to being adopted. At Delta, Sif came out of her
shell. We were able to see a whole new side of her.
She spent the afternoon lounging on the couch with
Delta staff and soaking up all the love and attention
she was given.
A few days later she had her first meet and greet – a
Delta employee! Sif beat the odds and only spent 12
days with us. Pet Therapy helped Sif show her true
colors, which helped the staff place her with the
perfect family. Her new owner absolutely adores her
and believes that Sif actually rescued her.

BECAUSE OF YOU

In March SVAS was able to:

Took in 46 animals
Processed 33 adoptions
Recorded 157 volunteer hours
Worked with 40 volunteers
Pictured: Jackson and Mozart (Both Adopted)

COMMUNITY PANTRY

The mission of the SVAS is to help not only the pets in our
community but also the people who own them. Our
hearts go out to everyone affected by the COVID-19
pandemic and SVAS is eagerly seeking ways in which we
can help the community during these difficult times.

Pictured: Chico on a walk

FOSTER PROGRAM

SVAS is working on launching a
Foster Program in the beginning of
May. We have seen a surge in the
amount of animal surrendered and
abandoned
animals which has
caused us to hit max capacity.
COVID-19 has also caused many
shelters in the region to close their
doors. The SVAS will continue to take
in pets throughout this Pandemic.
That's where fosters come in! In
order to keep the shelter at capacity
we are looking for families who
would be willing to take a dog or cat
into their home.
If you are interested in fostering an
animal in your home, please email
Katie at Katie@SVASPets.com.

If you are struggling to afford pet food, PLEASE reach out
to us. SVAS has a Community Pantry to help you and
your furry friend through times of financial hardship.
Helping the residents of our community find resources to
avoid relinquishing their pet to a shelter is an important
step in making North Dakota a no-kill state.
We ask that you please consider our Community Pantry
before surrendering your pet. To learn more about this
program, please e-mail Lauren at Lauren@SVASPets.com
or call the shelter at (701) 852-6133.

Pictured: Amanda Klinger outside Pantry.

ONE DONATION CHANGED EVERYTHING
Momma was at MonDak Animal Rescue as an owner
surrender and was brought in with mange. She sat at
MonDak for 7 months waiting for her new family to come
find her and never had a meet and greet while she was
there. The goal of every modern-day shelter is to have an
animal adopted within two weeks. MonDak and SVAS
have a strong partnership, and decided it was best to move
Momma to Minot. Changing a pets audience is a strategic
move that shelters use to help the animal find a home
more quickly.

The Giving Hearts Day Fundraiser had a huge impact on
Momma’s life as well. During the event, community
members were able to donate $100 to waive an adoption
fee for an animal of their choice. The main goal of having
a fee waived was to quickly send adoptable pets home that
otherwise may have lingered at the shelter for months. By
waiving the adoption fee, our hope was that people would
be inspired to adopt a homeless pet. That night, momma
was sponsored and one step closer to finding her forever
home.

Between her time at MonDak Animal Rescue and Souris
Valley Animal Shelter she spent 8 months in a shelter
environment. Momma came to SVAS on February 10,
2020 and was adopted on February 28, 2020. Moving
Momma to Minot enabled us to broaden her audience to
potential adopters, which ultimately led to her adoption.

Less than two weeks after Giving Hearts Day, Momma
had her very first meet and greet with a family who had
previously adopted from us. The potential adopters came
in to meet her with their current dog and it was a perfect
match! Momma not only had a family but a canine sibling
as well! During our 1 week follow up phone call we were
told that “Momma loves to sleep in the kennel with the
other dog at night!” Momma is proof of the impact one
donation can make on the rest of an animal’s life.

Pictured: Momma (adopted)

MORE THAN
A SHELTER
CHASIN' TAIL
5K AND 10K
The Annual 5k/10k with Atypical Brewery has been
moved to August 1st due to the social distancing
requirements of COVID-19.
REGISTER AT:
https://runsignup.com/Race/ND/Minot/ChasinTail

RESCUE
READERS 2020
We recently changed the name of our "Read to the
Animals" program to "Rescue Readers." SVAS
anticipates that the program will launch May 2020.

Pictured:Duey (adopted)

HELP US HELP THEM
$25 - Vaccinations for one SVAS pet
$100 - Cost to welcome one pet into our shelter
$350 - Monthly utility bill to keep our pets warm

Ways to Donate:

Online at: SVASPets.com/donate
By Mail: 1935 20th Ave SE, Minot, ND 58701

BECOME A VOLUNTEER
SVAS is currently looking for volunteers between 1pm
and 5pm to walk our shelter dogs and take the cats
out for "recess." If you are interested please click on
the link below to sign up to be a volunteer. If you are
already signed up, you can pick up shifts by clicking on
the volunteer center link!
Sign Up to Volunteer:
https://www.volgistics.com/ex/portal.dll/ap?
ap=1803006051
Log In to Volunteer Center:
https://www.volgistics.com/ex2/vicnet.dll/?
from=452146

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
The shelter is open to the public by appointment only.
For adoptions and intakes, emai
lauren@svaspets.com or call (701)852-6133.

Pictured: Lauren Rogers and Bou Ai (Up for Adoption)
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