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Our Mission
The Souris Valley Animal Shelter (SVAS)
creates a better world for pets and people by
advocating for animals and moving
communities forward.

Contact Us
SOURIS VALLEY ANIMAL SHELTER
1935 20th Ave SE
Minot, ND 58701
701.852.6133
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SHELBI WATERS
ed@svaspets.com
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
KATIE TAYLOR
katie@svaspets.com
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF SHELTER
OPERATIONS
KASEY BREUER
kaseyb@svaspets.com
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF ANIMAL WELFARE
LAUREN ROGERS
lauren@svaspets.com
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Darling Sherwin

Pictured: Sherwin (adopted)

A cat who survived against all odds
We hate having to tell stories like this, but we think it’s important that the
community know that animal cruelty is not a far-away story and is happening
right here in Souris Valley.
Meet Sherwin. Sherwin was brought in by a good samaritan after being found
wandering the streets. As you can see from the picture he was spray painted and
had previous injuries which caused his tail to be deformed. Because of his
purposeful and manner in which he was spray painted we believe he may have
been painted as part of a blood sport where dogs are forced to attack small
animals for betting purposes. In dog fighting, many times cats and kittens are
dyed different colors with people then betting on which one will be killed by the
dog first, put up the best fight or survive the longest.
Somehow Sherwin managed to escape. The shelter team worked to remove the
paint from his fur but was forced to shave her due to the type of paint used. As
said before he also suffered from previous injuries causing his tail to be
deformed and had severe ear mites. Although Sherwin had clearly suffered, he
was still affectionate with our staff and clearly knew he was now in a safe place.
We ask that you remember that animal abuse is unfortunately much closer to
home than we would like. If you see an animal that is in need, please reach out
to SVAS and together we can turn heartbreak into a success story like Sherwin’s.
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Calendar of Events
MicroChip Clinics
Wednesday, May 27th, 5-7pm
Friday, June 12th, 5-7pm
Saturday, June 20th, 5-7pm
@Souris Valley Animal Shelter
$20 an animal. No appointment needed.

Letter
from the
Executive
Director

Sandbox Saturday

Saturday, May 30th, 11am-2pm
Sundre Sand & Gravel
6220 37th Ave SE, Minot, North Dakota
Bring your shovels and buckets to fill your
sandbox for FREE! Bring the kids for free rock
painting, digging for prizes in the giant sand
pile, and some fun guessing games!
Hotdogs, chips, and pop (free will donation
benefitting Souris Valley Animal Shelter)

Dear SVAS Community,
Fall 2016

In light of COVID-19, SVAS needs your help more than ever. With so much uncertainty
in our community and world right now, we need emergency gifts to ensure we have
critical operating funding so COVID-19 does not stop our life-saving mission. Our goal is
to raise $15,000 for June 2020.
Will you help us secure shelter resources, and help SVAS remain a no-kill shelter?
We urgently need funding for:
Life-saving medicines
We need to make sure our dogs and cats get the vaccines they need upon intake--to stay
prepared, we need to make a medicine order to last at least 6 weeks.
Supplies
While cleanliness is always an utmost importance to us, it is even more important for our
patrons. We need large orders of hand sanitizer, non-latex gloves, cat litter, and kitten
food.
General operating
All of our summer events were canceled or moved to 2021. These events account for 35%
of our annual operating budget. We need your support to make sure our staff and animals
are taken care of during this hard time.
Become a foster
We need fosters to open up their homes, especially those that have experience with kittens.
If you are interested, visit our website to apply.
Will you make a life-saving gift today? https://svaspets.com/donate/
My team is still operating the animal shelter at full capacity. Their dedication and
commitment to SVAS has no limits. Thank you to everyone who has stopped by to check
on the staff—we are grateful and most of all humbled by your kindness! We couldn’t do it
without you!

Burgers, Babes, and Bikes 2020
Saturday, June 13th, 11am - 2pm
Magic City Harley-Davidson
6701 Hwy 83 S, Minot, North Dakota
Join Magic City Harley-Davidson®, New
Horizon MC, and Souris Valley Animal Shelter
for our third annual bike wash! Enjoy a bbq
lunch cooked by New Horizon MC while
having your bike washed by the babes all
while contributing to a good cause. Lunch
will be served at 11am until gone. Bike wash
is $10 a ticket- tips for the washers are
appreciated and will go directly to them.
Chasin' Tail 5k/10k
Saturday, August 1st, 9am-2pm
Souris Valley Animal Shelter to A-typical
Brewery
All participants (over age 13) will receive a
custom event T-shirt. Atypical will also be
creating a specialty brew dedicated to the
Souris Valley Animal Shelter. All participants
over the age of 21 will get a free pint post
run/walk.
REGISTER AT...
https://runsignup.com/Race/ND/Minot/
ChasinTail
Movie in the Park
Saturday, August 21st, 7:30-11pm
Roosevelt Park
Lady and the Tramp & dinner event, dinner
starts at 7:30, movie starts at 9:30 (subject to
change).

All the best,
Shelbi B. Waters
Executive Director

For more information visit sthuberts.org/ang
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Shelter News
Souris Valley Animal shelter has been
up to a lot this past month! We are so
excited to announce the launch of our
first ever foster program.
Our first dog sent out to a nonemployee foster home was Fish, now
Pepper! We did not know a lot about
her when she came into our shelter.
What we did know was that she had
spent most of her life in a shelter
setting. Thankfully she was not even 1
years old yet, so we knew that we
could find her a wonderful home for
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Pictured: Fish (nka Pepper) with her foster and adopter

the rest of her long life. Fish was
placed within foster and thrived. We
learned that she got along with other
dogs, LOVED children, and
gravitated towards the female owner.
All of this information helped us to
place Fish in the perfect forever home.

Fish was also part of our first ever
off-site adoption! That's right - we
did a whole adoption at the foster’s
home. Not only did this help speed
up the adoption process, it also gave
the potential adopter the ability to
meet and interact with Fish outside
of the stressful shelter environment.

"Resource
Guarding
is not
aggression
it is fear"

We want to thank all of our fosters
that helped us through our trial
period. Because of their feedback
and support, SVAS was able to
revamp our Foster Program and
make it better for the next round of
foster candidates.

Olive

Souris Valley Animal Shelter also
held its first ever book competition
for our Rescue Readers Program.
Due to COVID-19 we have not
been able to have children in our
shelter to read to the animals, so we
asked children in the community to
bring their stories to us! The
competition ran for the month of
March and three winners were
announced on May 20th.
If you are interested in being one of
our future fosters please visit our
website at: svaspets.com/foster
Email Foster@svaspets.com with
any questions about our program.

Pictured: Olive (Adopted)

Olive was surrendered to SVAS
because she had severe
"resource guarding"
behaviors.
Resource Guarding refers to any
behavior that a dog displays to
convince others to stay away
from something he considers
valuable. Among these behaviors
are growling, tooth displaying,
and occasionally snapping. It is
important to understand that
Resource Guarding isn't aggression,
it's a lack of trust. By working with
Olive and teaching her to trust us, her
issues started to resolve and we were
able to place her with a family that
could continue to work with her. If
you find yourself in the same boat
please watch the following Youtube
video to help learn how to better help:
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=iUqt85M01UY

Current WISH LIST

High-Priority Items:
Monetary Donations to pay for shelter and care
Cat Liter
Non-Latex Gloves
Flea and Tick Medication
Calming Collars for Dogs and Cats

Enrichment Items:
Kongs and Peanut Butter
Hard Dog Toys, Cat Toys, and
Nylabones Feliway Spray
Chill Pill and Aromatherapy Oils String
Cheese

Food Items:
Diamond Naturals Dog/Puppy Food Diamond
Naturals Cat/Kitten Food

Other Items:
Collars and Leashes

Shopping online has never been easier. Visit https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2KE6FGKZKR3K3/?
ref_=lol_ov_le&fbclid=IwAR2gfBSo_FlTuptY364C5NeDGjUVVyAbP0oXfK8NtTfKBZtBneDBvR7YS-c
to view our Amazon wish list and have items sent directly to our shelter.
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A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE ON SURRENDERING

Pictured: Theordora (Adopted)

Animal abandonment is a very real happening in the
realm of animal welfare. Just as churches or hospitals
experience drop offs of infants - abandonment is a
significant sign of desperateness from the abandoner. As
humans witnessing these events, we genuinely feel angry
because "How could you?" What we are truly begging for
is an answer to a very large and complex question.
Some people arrive at the conclusion of animal
abandonment because they have not been equipped with
the knowledge they need to work through a behavioral
problem the animal is experiencing.

Some people arrive at this conclusion because they are moving from a poor living situation
and have to get somewhere safe (and fast!); and sometimes that safe place doesn't allow
animals. Some people truly are 'fed up' with the animal and abandon it because they have
lost their compassion. These are the individuals that we wish comprehended the fact that
they are taking advantage of their community's resources. In specific, the Souris Valley
Animal Shelter (SVAS) is a nonprofit (not government run) on private property and we
manage our intakes to maintain the highest level of care possible. As hopeful as it may be
that the abandoner drops off the animal at a place that can care for them, it is important that
individuals are aware that animal abandonment is illegal no matter where they end up
leaving them. In addition, Ward County, where SVAS is located, has no county pound.
When individuals are dropping a seemingly healthy animal off - they are using up space for
the animal that never had a home and is now waiting longer on the streets. Public should
pressure their county officials to do more with regard to animal welfare.
All in all, there are a myriad of reasons that abandoners come to the conclusion of
abandoning their animal. As animal welfare workers, we wish they would leave a note. We
wish they would come to the door and say "I'm so sorry - my life is hell right now and I'm
lost and I don't know what to do, please help me." We wish we knew the animal's name. We
wish that we could offer them supplies to keep the animal in the home if that's all they truly
needed. Most of all, we wish they knew how much we cared. Not just for that pet who we are
now learning about from scratch - but for that person. Many people argue that people
abandon pets because they cannot afford surrender fees. Alternatively, an animal shelter
cannot care for pets without funds. It simply isn't possible. When those rare cases come up
where individuals cannot care for their pets and are at the end of the road, ultimately, we
wish they would call. We wish we could care for them in the capacity that we now are caring
for the abandoned pet. We wish to show them kindness. Abandonment usually has a much
deeper root than meets the eye.
If you are in an emergency situation or are thinking about surrendering your pet - please
reach out to us. We can walk you through ways to keep the animal in the home or point you
in the right direction to resources that could help. If you are in need of supplies, let us help
you with our Community Pantry. We always want animals to stay home where they are
known and loved before ever coming into the shelter if it is possible. If these don't fit your
needs, just call us and let's talk about it. It is within our core values to "Be Kind, Be a Leader,
Be Exceptional" at Souris Valley Animal Shelter. Call us at (701) 852-6133 if you're in a
pickle - we are ready to help you right "meow" through your "ruff" time.
For more information visit svaspets.com

Thank you to our 2020
Social Community Partners
1st International
Aspire
SRT
Fastlane Car Wash
Schwatz
Vision Source
NewKota
Northwestern Electric
Ackerman
Kali Swanson Reality
Walmart
Ryan Nissan
Home of Economy
Base Utilities Inc.
Minot AFB Homes
Sundre Sand and Gravel

